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With you all the way… 
Bringing 

GRACE and PEACE 
into our community 

"Mercy and truth are met together; 
righteousness and peace have kissed 

each other" (Psalm 85:10). 
 
This psalm offers a beautiful vision of the 
Judeo-Christian understanding of the end 
of war and violence. God establishes a 
perfect justice in which compassion and 
truth are merged, and holy ethics cuddle 
up to the process of peace. It is a warm 
and inspiring promise. It is humanity's high-
est ideal affirmed in major world religions. 

When the epistle-writer of the Christian 
bible uses the salutation of "Grace and 
Peace," it is an affirmation of a bliss es-
tablished by God Almighty—and not 
through the imperial Roman war machine. 
Echoes of the same can be heard in the 
Hindu yogi's " Namaste" (the divine soul in 
me greets the divine soul in you), and the 
Muslim "As-salamu alaykim" (peace be 
upon you). 

—T.J. McGiffert 
Chaplain Associate, DeKalb Medical 

Words From the Heart Make a Difference  

http://biblesuite.com/hebrew/2617.htm
http://biblesuite.com/hebrew/571.htm
http://biblesuite.com/hebrew/6298.htm
http://biblesuite.com/hebrew/6664.htm
http://biblesuite.com/hebrew/7965.htm
http://biblesuite.com/hebrew/5401.htm
https://www.kingjamesbibleonline.org/Psalms-Chapter-85/
https://www.christianblog.com/blog/galahad/the-book-of-philemon-grace-and-peace/
https://www.christianblog.com/blog/galahad/the-book-of-philemon-grace-and-peace/
https://www.yogajournal.com/practice/the-meaning-of-quot-namaste-quot
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Shalom_aleichem
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Shalom_aleichem
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Grace walks into the room; 
Her partner Peace close by her side. 
“Grace and Peace to you, this day.” 
Forlorn and distant, the patient asks: 
“Tell me the truth, 
How sick am I?”  
Darkness and gloom, 
Despair fills the room. 
 
Pleading for answers, which way he should go 
Which line of treatment, the man wants to know 
“So tell me the truth,”  he asks with a sigh, 
“Can you tell me truthfully  how sick am I?” 
Darkness and gloom, 
Despair fills the room. 
 
No words, just care and empathy, just presence 
and concern 
Grace listens. 
“How sick am I? his query pleads. 
Here for one month, off for a week. 
Back and forth, one procedure, then another.  
Is there no balm, no healing here?” 
Darkness and gloom, 
Despair fills the room. 
 
“I’m sorry,” says Peace. 
“So long a time for seeking release 
“Too long, much, much too long” 
Compassionately, Grace peers beyond the des-
pair 
“Looking for hope and joy to illuminate the air 

“Hope for what? Joy for whom?” 
Darkness and gloom, 
Despair fills the room. 
 
Grace just listens, then breathes: 
“Hope for a better tomorrow, and joy for  
Care received and love extended.” 
“Easier said than done.” 
“Without a try, no battle won,” 
 
Peace whispers to the fretting heart: 
“Be still.” 
“Relax.” 
“Take my hand; I’ll be with you.” 
Grace rejoins, “I’ll be with you because I care.” 
“You care?” 
“I care; whatever you go through, I’ll be  
By your side to help you through. 
Caring and caring and caring for you.” 
 
Peace whispers to the man: 
“Be still.” 
“Relax. “ 
“We are with you.” 
 
Hope and Compassion dispel the gloom, 
Grace and Peace now fill the room. 
 

by McClellon D. Cox, Director, Pastoral Services, 

DeKalb Medical 

Grace and Peace Now Fill the Room 
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Franchesco T. Currie 
PRN Chaplain, DeKalb Medical 
 

 

“Out of the fullness of his grace he has blessed us all, giving us 

one blessing after another” (John 1:16, NIV). 

 

As a child, I was bad and curious about everything and tried 

everything. This behavior didn’t set well with my mother. Con-

sequently, I got spankings on a daily basis. On the occasion of 

my eighth birthday, my mother gave me a “fake” spanking for 

my birthday. It was the custom of the time. I got scared and 

started crying crocodile tears because I thought I did some-

thing wrong. My mother saw the look of fear and pain on my 

face and she immediately stopped and consoled me. After an 

apology, she explained, “Baby, it’s okay, mommy is 

not trying to hurt you. These licks are just lov-

ing birthday licks because you are a 

year older.” In this action, my mother 

expressed a little grace to me. As I 

reflect on that story, I think my 

mother’s compassion for me cre-

ated an atmosphere of peace on 

my birthday. She turned a po-

tentially bad and terrorizing 

situation into an experience of 

love, harmony, and happiness.  

 

As a chaplain, I have learned to share 

grace with people endeavoring to cre-

ate a peaceful environment. Grace is de-

fined as a “pleasing or attractive quality or en-

dowment; that offers favor, goodwill, kindness, love, mercy 

and pardon.” Grace is giving someone something that they 

may or may not deserve, but the compassion and love in your 

heart allows you to help. Peace is “a state of tranquility, har-

mony, serenity, happiness, and order.” A gesture or act of 

kindness or grace is significant in helping someone create an 

environment of peace. It is important that we show grace and 

love to one another at DeKalb Medical as we strive to create 

a loving and peaceful environment of care. We never know 

what a person is going through, so it is good practice to ex-

tend grace and peace at all times. What we do is who we 

are. Let’s shine our lights of hope and love!     

Grace & Peace in the Workplace 

Carolyn Jackson-Edeh 
PRN Chaplain, DeKalb Medical 
 
 

Lord, make us an instrument of your peace;  

Where there is hatred, let us sow love;  

Where there is injury, pardon;   

Where there is discord, union; where there is doubt, faith;  

Where there is despair, hope; where there is darkness, light; 

 And where there is sadness, joy. 

—Peace Prayer of St. Francis of Assisi 

 

The spirit of grace and peace in the work place by faith binds 

hearts, minds and souls together manifesting the fruits of love, 

joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, gentleness, faithful-

ness, and long-suffering. These fruits are the herbs that 

sooth the pain and heal the wounds of the 

body, mind, and soul of the sick and griev-

ing. Peace tranquilizes and maintains 

the whole being from the inside-out. 

When chaplains extend grace and 

peace in the work place, it is with 

the intent to bring forth the 

breath of fresh air. It is with in-

tent to still the waters that flows 

deep. It is with intent to render 

comfort as one lies down in green 

pastures. It is our intent to extend 

ourselves for the common good of 

all. 

 

Grace has the idea of graciousness in manner or 

action that releases God’s enabling power into our lives. 

Chaplains extend the hand of God in compassion and kind-

ness, reaching out to others in their time of need, acknowledg-

ing the power and presence of God thereby releasing God’s 

ever-lasting benefits. 

 

The essence of peace is to bring about tranquility or to recon-

cile. Chaplains extend peace when we help patients work 

through their struggles, helping to bring tranquility to an often 

chaotic situation. Serving as chaplains, we especially extend 

the grace and peace of God in the hospital. We strive to as-

sist patients, families and staff. We endeavor to liberate, em-

power, and transform lives. The hand of favor and tranquility 

from above establishes assurance of grace and peace even in 

our times of sickness, pain and sorrow. 



Soul Matters Page 4 

HOW TO CONTACT A CHAPLAIN 
 
There are a variety of ways to contact a chaplain at DeKalb Medical: 
 
Upon admission of patient 
Indicate that a chaplain visit is preferred on the admission order requisition. 
During patient’s hospital stay, Monday-Friday, 8am-5pm 
Do any one of the following:  
   -Submit a computer-generated requisition for a chaplain visit, 
   -Call the chaplain office at 404-501-5701 or 404-501-5148, 
   -Page the chaplain directly assigned to your unit, or 
   -Call the nurse manager and ask to request chaplain visit. 
After hours (5pm-8am), holidays, and weekends 
Page the chaplain on call. On call schedules are faxed to each department on a monthly basis. 

The Shape of Water won the Academy Award for best pic-

ture. Though the film is of a science fiction nature, it is also a 

story about grace and peace. This movie shows the good, 

the bad and the ugly of the human 

soul. It shows how detachment and 

anger are softened by grace. Grace 

is elegance, poise or finesse; grace 

confers dignity and honor. Grace is 

favor and kindness; grace is blessing.  

 

Peace is a byproduct of grace be-

cause what is felt after a moment of 

grace is a quieter, calmer state of 

mind. In our workplace, we sometimes 

encounter situations that leave a scar 

on our spirit. The situation may have 

been an unintentional violation be-

tween co-workers that leaves one or 

the other hurt, angry or conflicted. 

Grace becomes the tool of reconcili-

ation for renewing trust and extend-

ing forgiveness. Once that barrier is 

cleared then the path is opened for peace. 

 

Hafsat Abiola, Nigerian human rights activist once said, 

“Peace comes from being able to contribute the best that 

we have, and all that we are, toward creating a world that 

supports everyone. But it is also secur-

ing the space for others to contribute 

the best that they have and all that 

they are.” Grace is the opening act to 

promote being our best self and grant-

ing a safe space for others to also 

have peace. 

 

Remember we are all in the same boat 

in this workspace. We are seeking to 

offer our best to this institution and 

make a difference to the community by 

extending grace and peace for all 

who enter here. Shalom! 

 

—Joyce Young 

Chaplain Associate, DeKalb Medical 

Grace and Peace...For All Who Enter Here 

“ PEACE comes from 

being able to contrib-

ute the best that we have, 

and all that we are, toward 

creating a world that sup-

ports everyone. But it is also 

securing the space for others 

to contribute the best that 

they have and all that they 

are.”  


